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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A bail return apparatus to ^cilltate ball return or retrieval 
during play on a game table having a net having a len gth and a height, 
comprising a first ramp member, sai d first ramp elongated to extend the length of 
said net, confl o ured to a height of less than the height of said net, an olongated 
f i rst ramp mombor adapted to be positioned substantially parallel te^nd adjacent 
^the net, ooid f i rct ramp member being and sloped to facilitate movement of a 
ball away from said the netj_ and toward s a p l ay e r whon the ba ll hitc the not 
during ploy of o gamo on the gam e t a b le s 

2. (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 1 . wherein said first ramp comprises 
a lower edge and said lower edge being adapted to contact a top surface of the 
table at a location spaced from said net. 

3. (Currently Amended) The ball return apparatus of claim 1 . wherein said first namp 
member comprises at least one support element connected to a back side of said 
first ramp member and configured to support said first ramp member, said 
support element being adapted to contact ajeai4 top surface. 

4. (Cunrently Amended) A ball retum apparatus to facilitate ball re turn or retrieval 
during play on a game table having a net, comprising: 

an elongated first ramp member adapted to be positioned substentlailv 
parallel and adjacent to the net, said first ramo member bein g sloped to facilitate 
movement of a ball awav from the net and towards a plaver wh an the ball hits the 
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net during olav of a game on the game table: and , Tho boll rotum apparatus as 
dofinod in claim 1 , furthor oomprising 

a first end bracket and a second end bracket, said end brackets being 
connected to opposing ends of said first ramp member. 

5. (Original) The ball retum apparatus of claim 4, wherein said first and second end 
brackets each comprise a deflecting surface extending substantially vertically 
above said first ramp member. 

6. (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising an elongated 
second ramp member adapted to be positioned on an opposite side of the net 
from said first ramp member, said second ramp member being adapted to be 
positioned adjacent to and parallel to the net and comprising a lower edge 
spaced from said net 

7. (Original) The ball retum apparatus of claim 6, wherein said first and second 
ramp members are connected together at least one location. 

8. rCun-entIv Amended^ A ball retum apparatus to facilitate ball return or retrieval 
during olav o n a game table having a net, comprising: 

an elongated first ramp member adapted to be oo sitioned substantially 
parallel and adjacent to the net, said first ra mp member being sloped to facilitate 
movement of a ball awav from the net and towards a oiaver when the ball hits the 
net during olav of a game on the game table: 

an elongated second ramo member adapted to be oosHloned on an 
opposite side of the net from said first ramp member, said second ramp member 
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being adapted to be positioned ad iaoent and parallel to the net and oomprisirKLa 
lower edge spaced from said net: 

wherein said first and second ramp members are conne cted together at at 
least one location: and 

Tho bol l rotum apparatu s of c l aim 7, w herein said connection comprises a 
connector member extending through the net and connected on one end to said 
first ramp member and on a second end to said second ramp member. 

9. (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 7. wherein said connection 
comprises at least one hook. 

10. (Original) The ball retum apparatus of claim 1, wherein said first ramp member 
comprises a plurality of connectable sections. 

1 1 . (Original) The ball retum apparatus of claim 1 0. wherein said plurality of ramp 
sections are frictionaily connected together. 

1 2. (Original) The ball return apparatus of daim 1 0. wherein said plurality of ramp 
sections are telesGopingly connected. 

13. (Original) The bail return apparatus of claim 6. wherein said second ramp 
member comprises at least one support element connected to a back skie of saki 
second ramp member and configured to support said second ramp member, said 
support member adapted to be supported on a top surface of the table. 

14. (Currently Amended) A t^all return apparatus to facilitate ball retum or retrieval 
during plav on a game table having a net, comprising: 

an elongated first ramo member adapted to be positioned substantially 
parallel to and adjacent the net saM first ramp member being sloped to faci li t a te 
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movement of a ball awav from the net and towards a plaver when the ball hits the 
net during olav of a game on the oame table: 

an elongated second ramp member adapted to be positioned on an 
opposite side of the net from said first ramp member, said second ramp member 
being adapted to be positioned adjacent to and parallel to the net and comprising 
a lower edge spaced from said net: and 

The t>a ll r e turn a pparatus ac dofinod i n cla i m 6ii further comprising a first 
and second end braclcet connected to said second ramp member 

1 5. (Original) The ball return apparatus of daim 14. wherein said first and second 
end brackets comprise a deflecting surface extending substantially vertically 
above said second ramp member. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Cunnently Amended) A ball retum apparatus Id fadlrtate ball retrieval during plav 
on a game table having a net comprising: 

a first ramp member and a second ramp member adapted to be positioned 
on the game table on opposite sides of the net and substantialfv parallel and 
adjacent to the net said first and second ramp members being sloped to fadlitate 
movement of a ball awav from the net and towards a olaver positioned at an end 
of the game table: and 

Th e bal l retum gpparotuo of c l aim 16, furth e r compri s ing a first end 
bracket and a second end bracket connected to opposite ends of said first and 
second ramp members and each comprising a deflecting surface extending 
substantially vertically above said first and second ramp members. 
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1 8. (Original) The ball return apparatus of dalm 1 7, wherein said first and second 
end brackets comprise an extension portion configured to direct the ball 
substantially toward the middle of the game table. 

1 9. {Currently Amended) The ball retum apparatus of dalm 18 111 7]]. wherein said 
extension portion is angled relative to said deflecting surface. 

20. (Currently Amended) The ball retum apparatus of daim 1 7[[1 61], wherein said 

' first and second ramp members are connected together at at least one location 
along the length of said first and second ramp members. 

21. (nurrentiy Amended) A ball return apoar atus to fadlitate ball retrieval during play 
on a game table having a net, comprising: 

a first ramp member and a second ramp m ember adapted to be positioned 
on the game table on opposite sides of the net an d substanUailv parallel and 
adjacent to the net, said first and second ramb m embers beino sloped to facilitate 
movement of a ball awav from the net and towar d^ a plaver oositiGned at an end 
of the game table: 

wherein said first and second ramp members are conn ected together at at 
least one locat ion along the lenoth of said first and second ramp members; and 

The bo l l rotum apporatuc of o l alm 20, w herein said connection extends 
through the net. 

22. (Cun^ently amended) The ball return apparatus of claim 17D[16]], wherein said 
first and second ramp members each comprise a support element connected to a 
bacic side, said support element configured to support said first and second ramp 
members on the game table. 

Response Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 
Serial No. 10/707,831 
Page 6 of 13 


PAGE 7fU'RCVDAT1Q«8/200411:33:53 AM [Eastern Dayl^^^ 


